THE BYZANTINE CHURCH
the six canonical councils—regarding them as identica|Spr,
like the Gospels, as complementary—recalled only the a%-
themas against the unhappy heroes of these theological?,
disputes, Nestorius and Eutyches, Honorius and Sergius
and, included in the medley, Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas
of Edessa. And since these condemned heresies exhaust
almost all the possibilities of theological speculation, theology
itself, living theology, henceforth ceases to play its pre-
ponderant part in the story of Byzantium.
THE ICONOCLAST CONTROVERSY
For it is in vain that some modern scholars have sought to
extend into the eighth and ninth centuries the history of the
beginnings of Christology. The controversies of the ancient
schools count for nothing in Iconoclasm and in the defence
of the icons, even though their champions employ a posteriori
Christological arguments and hurl against each other
charges of Nestorianism and Eutychianism. The distur-
bances which we must now recount are concerned with any-
thing but philosophical speculation. Leo the Isaurian and
his son Constantine V had saved Anatolia and Constanti-
nople, threatened after the reign of Justinian II and his
ephemeral successors by a great offensive from Islam. They
needed for this defence, this laborious reconquest, the
country-folk of Phrygia and of Pisidia fighting on their own
soil which had now become a military frontier. It was
necessary to reward these good soldiers, to make concessions
in their favour. The puritan bishops of Phrygia were
emboldened by the murmurings of their flocks who con-
stantly affirmed that the defeats of the Christians were to be
explained by the corruption of the Christian Church; they
instinctively reverted to the language once used by St.
Epiphanius condemning the abuse of images as idolatry.
Iconoclasm arises from an examination of conscience made
sby Christians who doubtless for centuries past had kept alive
their scruples on this point. Despite the agreement, sealed
about 400, between Christianity and the arts—of which
Epiphanius did not approve—protests were heard from time
to time which recalled the prohibition of the Pentateuch. It
needed only a convinced preacher to convert this latent

